EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

ACTIVITY PLANNING SHEET

1.
Preparation and Set Up


Name of activity: 
The little red hen sensory activity

Date of Activity: 



_
a) Curriculum area

Literature/Manipulative 
b) The children: ages and number of children

16 months- 5years
c) Materials (needed by adult and children)

Wheat seeds
Soil

Wheat stalks

Watering can

Scissors

Flour

Cake pan

Cake (that they can eat for snack?)
Table cloth 

Large flat plastic container

d) Preparation (what will you do to get ready?)


Put down tablecloth


Fill container half with soil


Fill watering can with water

e) Space. Where will the activity take place?


Table in the literature of manipulatives section
f) Rationale (why you planned activity – consider the interests, needs and abilities of the chidren))

I noticed that the book sparked some interest with the children during practicum when they were reading it in the baking/dramatic play section so I decided to use the book to tell a story as well as have the materials available for the children to explore. The children are able to see, touch and smell the materials while listening to the story being told. Children are also able to follow along with the steps in the book rein acting it with the materials. 
g) Developmental Objectives

Developmental objectives written from the professional perspective. Two objectives for each developmental domain.
The children will be able to:

Social



1. Discuss their ideas as to what to do with the materials



2. Take turns with materials




3. Ask questions about materials and steps in the book

Physical:


1. Better fine motor skills while planting seeds and feeling wheat stalks.
2. Strengthen hands and fingers while manipulating materials

3. Develop gross motor skills while lifting and pouring watering can

Intellectual 


1.   Associate names of materials in the book with real life objects

2. Learn how cake is made by turning wheat into flour. 

3. Understand that if you help someone they are more likely to share with you

Creative

1. Choose how to use materials in a different way


2. Experiment with different ways of mixing



3. discover their own unique way to use materials together 
Emotional

1. Feel accomplished when they have completed the hens tasks 


2. independently complete tasks 



3. feel proud when they finish the tasks 
2.
Interacting through ECE Teaching


ECE teachers teach through interaction with children in child directed and adult directed activity. In this section consider:

· how you will interact with the children to encourage them to participate in the activity,

· how you will interact with them during the activity, and

· what your interactions will be like as you help them finish and move on to another activity.

*
Interaction to encourage participation. Explain how you will begin the activity and how you will encourage children to come and participate. Also, include 2-3 specific open-ended comments or questions you could use to initiate participation.

We have a bit of a different activity today involving storytelling and mixing ingredients. 
How do you think we could use the materials set up in the literature section? 

Do you see anything in the room that is different from last week?

*
Interaction during the activity. Explain what you will do to help sustain interest and ensure that your objectives are being met. Include 2-3 specific open-ended comments and questions that you could use to ensure your objectives are being met.

How do you think we could use these materials? 
Is there any other stories you can think of that involve these materials?

How do you use these materials at home? 

*
Interaction at the child’s completion of the activity. Explain what you will do and say when children are ready to move on.
Did you have enough time to play? 
How was that activity? What did you enjoy about it?

What other areas are you going to play in today? 

What parts of the story were interesting to you?

*
List 2-3 ideas for extending the children’s learning from this activity. 
We could teach them about how plants grow
How Wheat is turned into flour

How ingredients mixed together can make something new

3. 
Evaluation/Follow-up
A. Evaluate how your objectives were met. Provide specific examples of things the children said or did that demonstrate how each of your objectives were or were not met. 

Social:
Children were able to speak with peers about where they saw certain materials in everyday life
Ie “My mom and me use all this stuff when we make cookies at home” “yeah we use them  for cupcakes”

Share the materials including bowls, spoons and ingredients

Asked for clarification on how to use unfamiliar materials such as the whisk 

Physical:
Children used large circular motions to stir as well as had to lift measuring cups full of water developing gross motor skills and strengthening arm muscles. 
Use pincher grasp and fine motor skills to pick up and plant seeds

Intellectual:

Learned in the book that you need to help people in order for them to share then they used the lesson when sharing materials during free play with the mixing bowls and baking ingredients

Were able to see how mixing flour with water turned it into batter that they could use to make a cake. 

Recognized objects such as wheat and seeds and were able to call them by their proper names
Creative:
Choose to put dirt and seed into their cake mix
Used cups and small bowls to scoop up batter and transfer to different bowls 

Picked up bowl and shook to stir batter and to pour batter into other bowls

Emotional:
Smiled and laughed as they stirred their cake batter
Put their arms up in the arm and said yay as they finished mixing

Told instructors and peers to look at what they made and how awesome it was. 

B. What was the children’s response to this activity?

Children did not like to sit still and quite to listen to the book however they loved to be hands on with the activities.
C. What worked well? Why?
Children loved being able to mix and stir and pour and just be messy with the cake batter. The spent almost a full hour at table just creating their own mixtures of ingredients.  Children enjoy more hands on activities and enjoy more sensory activities.
D. What did not work? Why not?
The children did not enjoy sitting and listening to the story being read because they were distracted by things around the room as well as curiosity about materials on the table. 
E. What might have made the activity more successful?

My puppets should have been laminated so they didn’t get wet and fall apart during the activity. 

A shorter story so the children didn’t get bored of listening

F. Based on what the children said and did while participating in this activity, list 2-3 potential follow up activities that will extend the children learning. 
Actually baking their cakes

Allowing them to decorate their cakes after baking them

Baking other deserts such as cupcakes or cookies like their parents do at home. 
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